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Building Believable Characters, and Evan Marshall’s The Marshall Plan for Novel Writing. 

Name/Rank ___________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Relevance of name _____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Lead    Love Interest    Confidant    Opposition    Secondary    Future Book    Tertiary    Fleeting 

Story Goal ____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Gender:  female  male             Sexual Orientation:   Hetero   Homo   Other _________________ 

Age _____   Birthday ______________  Birth Order:     First       Middle       Youngest       Twin  

Height/build ______________________ ____________________________________________ 

Hair/eyes/skin__________________________________________________________________ 

Would change about own body ____________________________________________________ 

Loves about own body ___________________________________________________________ 

Mannerisms/speech _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Self-view/opinion _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

A friend’s opinion ______________________________________________________________ 

Pivotal positive event ____________________________________________________________  

Likes to wear __________________________________________________________________ 

Hates to wear __________________________________________________________________ 

Important material possessions ____________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Favorite foods, drinks, color, flower, gem, music, fragrances_____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hobbies/free time activities _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______ ______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pets: Have? Want? Not? Why? ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Religiousness _________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City ____________________________________________________________________ 

Dwelling _____________________________________________________________________ 

Lives with ____________________________________________________________________ 

Dis/likes that living arrangement because ____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

General feelings about home and family _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Family members ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Best friend, other friends _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Childhood friends _______________________________________________________________ 
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Admires in friends ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Known enemies ________________________________________________________________ 

Unknown enemies ______________________________________________________________ 

In love interests, attracted to (physical/traits)__________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Feelings about love interest in this story _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Former bf/gf/lovers/spouses_______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________ ___________________________________________________________ 

Children: Have? Want? Why? Why not? _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Education _____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Work ________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Ambitions _____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Anti-ambitions _________________________________________________________________ 

Dis/likes about work ____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pivotal negative  event ___________________________________________________________  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Other childhood ailments, accidents, significant events _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Greatest Fear __________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Reactions in emergencies/crisis ____________________________________________________ 

One thing he/she would change about the world _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Would die to defend/save (other than love interest) ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Positive traits: courage, virtue, likability, competence, __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Most troublesome character defect _________________________________________________ 

Other defects __________________________________________________________________ 

Trait he/she wants to keep secret ___________________________________________________ 

Why _________________________________________________________________________ 

People pet peeves _______________________________________________________________ 

Other pet peeves ________________________________________________________________ 

Dislikes most about own life/self ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Likes most about own life/self _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


